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Be An AG EDITOR 
For a Day!

Team of Two
For 25 years, American Girl magazine has been 
telling stories of real girls getting together to 
accomplish amazing things. 

Have you and a friend done something special as a 
team of two? Something you’re really proud of? 
Something that made a difference and maybe even 
changed lives? What’s your partnership story? 

Tell your story for a chance to be editors-in-chief 
for a day at American Girl magazine. You’ll join our 
staff here at our headquarters in Wisconsin and do 
everything editors do to get your story ready to 
print. Follow the instructions on the entry form, 
have one parent of each of you sign it, and mail in 
the entry before February 28, 2018.

All of us here at American Girl can’t wait to be 
inspired by what you’ve accomplished together—
and to welcome you to our magazine team!

Best friends who  
helped people who  

lost their homes after  
an earthquake

Two friends who 
put on dance 

shows to benefit 
kids with cancer

Twins 
who create 

healthy, yummy 
recipes for their 

blog

Sisters who  
raise and train  

Siberian Huskies 
for dogsledding 

races
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2018 Magazine Editor Contest Official Rules
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN THIS CONTEST. MANY WILL 
ENTER, FEW WILL WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. ENTRY OPEN ONLY 
TO GIRLS AGES 8–13 WHO ARE LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 50 UNITED STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
VOID IN PUERTO RICO, ALL U.S. TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS, AND WHEREVER PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

1. SPONSOR: The “2018 Magazine Editor Contest” (“Contest”) is sponsored by American Girl Brands, LLC, 8400 
Fairway Place, Middleton, WI 53562 (“Sponsor”).

2. ELIGIBILITY: The Contest is open to girls between the ages of eight (8) and thirteen (13) (born between January 1, 2005 
and December 31, 2010) (“Entrant”) with written permission from their parent or legal guardian. Parent/legal guardian 
and Entrant must both be legal residents of the 50 United States or the District of Columbia (excluding Puerto Rico and 
U.S. territories and possessions). Void where prohibited by law. Employees and agents of American Girl Brands, LLC and 
its parent company, affiliates, and/or subsidiaries (collectively, the “Promotion Entities”) are ineligible to participate.

3. CONTEST PERIOD: The Contest starts January 1, 2018 and ends February 28, 2018 (the “Contest Period”). All 
entries must be postmarked no later than February 28, 2018 and received by March 7, 2018 to be eligible for 
review. Limit one (1) entry per person for the entire Contest Period. 

4. HOW TO ENTER: No purchase, entry fee, payment, or proof of purchase necessary to participate. During the 
contest period, you may obtain an entry form in the January/February 2018 issue of American Girl magazine or at  
www.americangirlmagazine.com, where official entry forms will be available beginning January 1, 2018 at 12:00 a.m. 
CST through February 28, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. CST. All entries must be submitted via mail; there are no online entry 
opportunities in this Contest. You may also obtain an entry form by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to: 2018 Magazine Editor Contest, ENTRY FORM REQUEST, PO Box 620497, Middleton WI 53562-0497 to receive 
an official entry form. Vermont residents may omit return postage. Requests for entry forms must be 
received by no later than February 14, 2018. The official entry form must be completed and submitted by 
Entrant’s parent/legal guardian with a signature plus the signatures of the Entrant’s best girl friend and her 
parent/legal guardian. Send completed entry, essay, and photos to: 2018 Magazine Editor Contest, American 
Girl Magazine, 8400 Fairway Place, Middleton WI 53562. Sponsor is not responsible for lost, late, illegible, 
incomplete, mutilated, misdirected, or postage-due mail/entries/requests. Each entry must be mailed in a 
separate outer mailing envelope. Entries, including photographs will not be returned.

Entries will not be accepted unless all four (4) parties have signed the entry form acknowledging that they accept 
and agree to be bound by all Contest rules. In addition to the entry form, please submit a photo (no larger than  
5” x 7”) of each girl (2) or a photo of the two (2) best friends together and an essay not to exceed 500 words 
written by Entrant describing how Entrant and her best girl friend made a difference or accomplished 
something great together. Please print the name of each girl on the back of the photo(s). Entrant and her best girl 
friend, who also must be 8–13 years of age (born between January 1, 2005 and December 31, 2010), do not have to reside in 
the same city or state, but residence for both and for their parents/legal guardians must be within the 50 United States 
and/or District of Columbia. Essays must be submitted in English. Submission of the winning entry only grants Sponsor 
and its agents the right to publish, use, adapt, edit and /or modify such entry in any way, in any and all media, without 
limitation and without consideration to Entrant. Submission of any entry further constitutes Entrant’s consent to 
irrevocably assign and transfer to Sponsor any and all rights, title, and interest in the entry, including, without limitation, 
all copyrights. Entries must be the original work of Entrant, may not have been previously published, may not have 
won previous awards, must not infringe third-party rights, and must be suitable for publication.  

5. WINNER NOTIFICATION: The Contest consists of three (3) phases. Phase 1: The American Girl Judging Panel (“Judging 
Panel”) screen all entries for compliance with the rules and adherence to the judging criteria. Phase 2: The ten (10) top 
essays will be evaluated by the Judging Panel in accordance with the judging criteria and sent for final review. Phase 3: 
One (1) Winner will be selected from the top ten (10) entries selected in Phase 2 and notified by American Girl via email 
or phone number provided on the entry form. Winner will be selected by the judges on the basis of the essay’s 
uniqueness and appeal. In the event of a tie, tied entries will be re-judged just based on appeal. Criteria will be weighted 
equally. Winner will be selected on or about April 26, 2018, by the Judging Panel whose decisions are final and binding 
on all matters relating to this Contest. Potential winner is subject to eligibility verification and compliance with 
these Official Rules and will be required to execute an affidavit of eligibility, a liability/publicity release, and other 
documents (“Prize Claim Documents”) as may be required or permitted by law. Potential winner must return all Prize 
Claim Documents to administrator within fourteen (14) days of materials sent. If any potential winner or guest of winner 
fails or refuses to sign and return all Prize Claim Documents within fourteen (14) days of prize notifications sent, the 
winner may be disqualified and an alternate winner may be selected and notified, time permitting, before scheduled 
June 2018 travel, and /or guest(s) may forfeit their portion of the prize. Model’s parents or legal guardians must agree 
to terms of Model employment and sign Model’s employment agreements/releases as a condition of acceptance 
and prior to travel. Sponsor is not responsible for any change in address of Entrants and/or guests of potential winners.    

6. PRIZE: Winner and her best girl friend will spend a day at the American Girl corporate offices in Middleton, 
Wisconsin to work with staff on the November/December 2018 American Girl magazine issue, the winning essay 
will appear in the November/December 2018 issue of American Girl magazine along with a photograph taken by 
American Girl of winner and her best girl friend identified in entry (“Models”). Models and their respective 
parent/legal guardians (one (1) per each girl) will be flown round-trip coach airfare from a major North American 
international airport located in the 50 U.S./D.C., close to the Winners’ homes and designated by Sponsor, to 
Dane County Regional Airport in Madison, Wisconsin; will be accommodated in a hotel designated by Sponsor 
for 3 days/2 nights (two double-occupancy standard hotel rooms, each with two standard/double beds); and will 
receive one (1) American Girl welcome bag for each girl, meals, and ground transportation (selected by Sponsor). 
Each Model will receive a cash honorarium in the form of a Visa gift card for her services and all rights therein in 
the amount of $250.00 (Total Approximate Retail Value: $5,000). Any changes in travel once flights or other 
arrangements are reserved will be the financial responsibility of the changing party (winner and best girl friend 
plus parent/legal guardians of each). Both Models and their respective parent/legal guardians must be available 
for travel to Madison, Wisconsin for the photo shoot during the month of June 2018, specific dates to be 
determined. Exact travel dates and arrangements subject to availability. If winner, her best girl friend, and a 
parent/legal guardian for each are not available, an alternate winner and best girl friend will be selected, time 
permitting, before June 2018 travel. If Models reside within 250 miles or less of the Madison, Wisconsin hotel 
location, Sponsor, in its sole discretion, may substitute ground transportation in lieu of air transportation in the 
form of a gas allowance, hired car, or train tickets to the hotel location. Actual value of trip may vary based on 
point of departure and airfare fluctuations. Any difference between stated approximate retail value and actual 
value of prize will not be awarded. All prize details not specified in the Official Rules will be determined in 
Sponsor’s sole and absolute discretion. Certain restrictions and blackout dates may apply.  Selection of airline 
and hotel are solely within Sponsor’s discretion. Models must be accompanied at all times during trip (including, 
but not limited to, in-flight, hotel stay, and all prize-related events) by Model’s parent or legal guardian. By 
agreeing to appear as a Model, both Models and the parent or legal guardian of each consent to the use of 
names, photos, and/or likenesses for advertising and trade purposes in connection with American Girl magazine, 
in any and all media now known or hereinafter invented without territorial or time limitations and without 
additional compensation, except where prohibited. 

All expenses not specifically mentioned above are not included and are solely the responsibility of the respective 
parent/legal guardian of the Models, including, but not limited to: round-trip transportation between the 
residence and the departure airport, alcoholic and nonalcoholic beverages, food, gratuities and tips before 
arriving in Madison, Wisconsin, incidental and personal expenses, insurance, laundry service, luggage fees, 
merchandise, mini-bar, service charges, souvenirs, telephone calls, and all other expenses incidental to 
Model’s employment and travel to/from and stay in Wisconsin. Prizes are non transferable and no prize 
substitutions or cash redemptions allowed, except at the sole discretion of Sponsor. Sponsor reserves the 
right, in its sole discretion, to not use the photography on the cover of American Girl magazine. By accepting 
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Our partnership, in one sentence:

Write a true story telling us about your friendship and what 
you’ve accomplished together in 500 or fewer words.

Both partners should fill out the form on the other side of 
this page. Then cut it out, attach your story, and send it to:

2018 Magazine Editor Contest
American Girl magazine
8400 Fairway Place
Middleton, WI 53562

Postmark deadline: February 28, 2018

Attach a picture of the two of you here.

Our Team of Two



Friend 1
Name:  ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

City:  _________________________________________________

State: ________________________     ZIP:  ___________________

Phone number:  _________________________________________

Birth date:  _____________________________________________

My favorite part of American Girl magazine is:  _________________  

______________________________________________________

Yes, this is a true story of our partnership. 

Your signature:  _________________________________________

Yes, my daughter has my permission to enter this contest. 

Parent signature:  ________________________________________

Parent e-mail:  __________________________________________

Friend 2
Name:  ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

City:  _________________________________________________

State: ________________________     ZIP:  ___________________

Phone number:  _________________________________________

Birth date:  _____________________________________________

My favorite part of American Girl magazine is:  _________________  

______________________________________________________

Yes, this is a true story of our partnership. 

Your signature:  _________________________________________

Yes, my daughter has my permission to enter this contest. 

Parent signature:  ________________________________________

Parent e-mail:  __________________________________________

employment as a Model, the winner acknowledges compliance with these Official Rules. 

Winner and her best girl friend plus parent/legal guardian must travel on the same itinerary. If Winner’s best girl 
friend resides in a different state, they can fly on a separate itinerary but must fly with their respective parent/
legal guardian. All individuals traveling must have all necessary identification and/or travel documents. Once travel 
companions are selected, they may not be substituted, except in Sponsor’s sole and absolute discretion. Airline 
tickets are not refundable or transferable and are not valid for upgrades or frequent flyer miles.        

Sponsor shall not be responsible for any cancellations, delays, diversions or substitution or any act or omissions 
whatsoever by the air carriers, hotels, venue operators, transportation companies, prize providers or any other 
persons providing any prize-related services or accommodations. Additional prize award details and travel 
information to be provided to the Winner at the time of notification. Winner and guests are also responsible 
for obtaining travel insurance (and all other forms of insurance) at their option and hereby acknowledge that 
Sponsor has not and will not obtain or provide travel insurance or any other form of insurance. Lost, stolen or 
damaged airline tickets, travel vouchers or certificates will not be replaced or exchanged.

7. CONDUCT: By entering, Entrants agree that all issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, 
interpretation, and enforceability of these Official Rules, Entrant’s rights and obligations, or the rights and 
obligations of the Sponsor in connection with the Contest shall be governed by, and construed in accordance 
with, the laws of the State of Wisconsin without giving effect to any choice of law or conflict of law rules, and 
Entrants consent to the jurisdiction and venue of the federal, state, and local courts located in Dane County, 
Wisconsin. Failure to comply with these Official Rules may result in disqualification. Sponsor reserves the right, 
in its sole discretion, to disqualify any individual: (a) acting in any manner deemed by Sponsor to be in violation 
of these Official Rules; or (b) acting in any manner deemed by Sponsor to be unsportsmanlike, disruptive, and/
or with intent to annoy, abuse, threaten, or harass any other person. CAUTION: ANY ATTEMPT BY AN 
ENTRANT OR ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL TO DELIBERATELY DAMAGE OR UNDERMINE THE LEGITIMATE 
OPERATION OF THE CONTEST IS IN VIOLATION OF CRIMINAL AND CIVIL LAWS AND SHOULD SUCH AN 
ATTEMPT BE MADE, SPONSOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO SEEK DAMAGES AND COSTS (INCLUDING WITHOUT 
LIMITATION, ATTORNEYS’ FEES) FROM ANY SUCH PERSON TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW.

8. TAXES: The parent/legal guardian of winners will be solely responsible for all federal, state and/or local taxes, 
and for any other fees or costs associated with the prizes they receive, regardless of whether it, in whole or in part, 
are used. The parent/legal guardian of winners may be required to provide Sponsor with a valid social security 
number or tax identification number before the prize will be awarded for tax reporting purposes. The parent/
legal guardian of winners may be issued an IRS 1099 form for prizes over $600.

9. RELEASE: As a condition of entering, Entrants’ parents or legal guardians agree (and agree to confirm in writing): (a) to 
release the Promotion Entities and each of their officers, directors, employees and agents from any and all liability, loss 
or damage incurred with respect to the awarding, receipt, possession, and/or use or misuse of any prize, including any 
traveling related thereto (b) under no circumstances will Entrant be permitted to obtain awards for, and participant 
hereby waives all rights to claim, punitive, incidental, consequential, or any other damages, other than for actual 
out-of-pocket expenses; (c) all causes of action arising out of or connected with this sweepstakes, or any prize 
awarded, shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of class action; and (d) any and all claims, judgments, 
and award shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, excluding attorneys’ fees and court costs.

10. GENERAL: Contest is governed by the laws of the State of Wisconsin, with venue in Dane County, Wisconsin, and 
all claims must be resolved in the local, state, or federal courts of Dane County, Wisconsin. By entering this Contest, 
participants agree to abide by and be bound by these Official Contest Rules and the decisions of the judges, which 
are final in all matters related to the Contest. Promotion Entities also reserve the right, at their sole discretion, to 
disqualify any individual it finds to be tampering with the entry process or the operation of the Contest. This Contest 
is subject to all applicable federal, state, and local laws. By participating in the Contest, participants agree to be 
bound by these Official Rules and the decisions of the judging organization and waive any right to claim ambiguity in 
the Contest or these Official Rules. Winner and participants also agree to release, discharge, indemnify, and hold 
harmless the Promotion Entities, and the officers, employees and agents of each, from and against any claims, 
damages or liability due to any injuries, damages or losses to any person (including death) or property of any kind 
resulting in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, from acceptance, possession, misuse, use, loss, or misdirection of 
any prize, or participation in any Contest-related activity or participation in this Contest, or any other error in the 
offering or announcement of any prize and hereby waive all rights to claim, punitive, incidental, consequential, or any 
other damages, other than for actual out -of-pocket expenses; all causes of action arising out of or connected with 
this promotion, or any prize awarded shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of class action; and 
any and all claims, judgments, and award shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, excluding attorneys’ 
fees and court costs. Sponsor is not responsible for lost, late, illegible, incomplete, misdirected, or postage-due mail/
requests. If you are selected as the winner, your information may also be included in a publicly available winner’s list. 

11. WINNER’S LIST: For the name of the winner, send a self-addressed, stamped #10 envelope to 2018 Magazine 
Editor Contest Winner’s List, PO Box 620497, Middleton WI 53562-0497. All such requests must be received by 
April 22, 2018.

No Purchase of any kind is necessary to enter or win this 
sweepstakes. You have not yet won. Grand Prize: Winner and her best 
girl friend will spend a day at the American Girl corporate offices in 
Middleton, Wisconsin to work with staff on the November/December 
2018 American Girl magazine issue, the winning essay will appear in the 
November/December 2018 issue of American Girl magazine along with a 
photograph taken by American Girl of winner and her best girl friend 
identified in entry (“Models”). Models and their respective parent/legal 
guardians (one (1) per each girl) will be flown round-trip coach airfare from 
a major North American international airport located in the 50 U.S./D.C., 
close to the Winners homes and designated by Sponsor, to Dane County 
Regional Airport in Madison, Wisconsin; will be accommodated in a hotel 
designated by Sponsor for 3 days/2 nights (two double-occupancy 
standard hotel rooms, each with two standard/double beds), and 
will receive one (1) American Girl welcome bag for each girl, meals, 
and ground transportation (selected by Sponsor). Each Model will 
receive a cash honorarium in the form of a Visa gift card for her 
services and all rights therein in the amount of $250.00. (ARV) $5,000. 
There is 1 Grand Prize Winner. Odds of winning depend on the number 
of entries received. Entries must be received by March 7, 2018. Sponsor is: 
American Girl Brands, LLC, 8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, WI 53562.
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